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Oke Hew-Borh Cimes. 
TRIPLE SHEET, 
NEW-YORK, SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 1880; 


NOTICR TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


The date printed on the wrapperot each 
paper denotes the time when the subscription ' ez- 
pires. 

serrata ma etter mec 
This. morning Tite Datty Trnks ‘ consists of 


TWELVE Paces. Erery news-dealer is bound to ef 


deliver the paper in iis complete form, “and avy 
failure to do so should be reported at the'pudliea- 
tion office. 

so er emer aeeeneemen ee 


Fhe Signal Service Bureau report indicates | 


for to-day, in. this region, ,artly cloudyweath- 
er, with occasional rain, winds mostly) south- 
westerly, stationary or higher a cer utored 
lower barometer. 
—_—_—_—_——— 
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT. syfrue 
PEOPLE. 


When the Evaris’ Municipal Commission 
reported certain constitutional amendments 
which, among other provisions, ‘contained a 
proposal to place the regulation of: City 
finances in the hands of 4 board elected by 
the tax-payers, thers was a great} outery 
from Democratic politicians of the Tam- 
many stripe that there was a conspiracy 
afoot’ to disfranchise the people. The 
amendments were passed by one. Legisla- 
ture, but so effective was the use made of 
the disfranchisement cry at the succeeding 
election, that. no °Republican . .mem- 
ber - of. the . following  Legielature 
dared’ ‘so. mmch as to. allude ‘to 
the existence of the amendments, far less 
to take the responsibility of proposing their 
final passage, preparatory to submission to 
the people. The other day a bill far ‘more 
odious, on any ground of public policy, was 
introduced in both houses, and was promptly 
reported, without any proper opportunity 
for a ‘public hearing, by the Cities. Com- 
mittee of the Senate.. ‘The so-called New- 
York Charter amendments are designed to 
place the power over City expenditures and 
the vast: patronage of the City Government 
in. the hands of a ring eomposed: of the 
of Tammany. Hall and of the 
losal Republican “machihe.” “The people 
ate; by this scheme, left: so much 
out of the reckoning that an Alderman 
elected in a single Republican Assembly 

District and placed in the position of Vice- 
President of the board by the aid of a Re- 
publican minority, however small, sould 
wield a more potential influence than that 
instritsted to the Mayor. Yet the passage 
of these amendments in the Legislature was. 

—and hy their promoters still is—claiined 
te be gertain, while the ‘Tammany-Republi- 

can ~soalition of. political traders in’ the 

Board of ‘Aldermen has given them its as- 
ie sent by laying on the table resolutions “pro- 

testing against their passage, 

The prejudices of the mass of ignorant 
voters haye not been ‘appealed to against 
‘This bills in fact, the demagogues of both | 
parties have assumed that it conld be 
rushed through without exciting either at- 


tention or,pr protest from any class of citizens. - 


|: sense, ine 


changes aggregating 3 hundred millions’ . 
day are settled by ot-otts, requiring’ th 
ttansfer “of not more than -5 per ry 
in’ Lape thus, ‘practically, in a certain, 
the volume of eurretey 
by lessening the tasks it has to perform. « 


| Inthe aourse of each day, each babk ro- 


ceives for collection drafte on the Sub- 


| Treasury, ‘and’ must” obtain the amounts 


ealléd far” by thé r over its counter. 


To lessen the inconvenience of this, an ar- ; 


rangethent was made, about eighteen 
months ago, by which the: associated banks, 
through the Clearing-house, present their 
claims in a} ; the bank drafts which, to 

@ small amount, find their way to the Treas- 
ury, are also collected under this arrange- 
thent. To this. extent the Treasury is a 
member of the association, having a desk 
there, and being represented for this pur- 
pose. Obviously and: naturally, the ocon- 


venience is mutual, saving time and lsbor | 


to the Sub-Treéasury in paying demands, as 
well asto the banks in collesting. them. 
There is only the same sort of reason why 
it should be continued that there is why 
postage-stamps and daily mails should be. 
The violation of the laws may be *‘ alleged,” 


‘but it is: not real, and if it were, the fact 


would be the best reason for altering any law 
which forbade # simple device having con- 
venience in its favor, and nothing against it. 

The incident, of itself, is not of enough 
consequence to. justify criticism, but it 
serves to illustrate the shallow malignity 
which underlies all this intermittent hub- 
bub about the relations between the Treas- 
ury and the New-York banks. There is a 
vague notion at the capital that this ar- 
rangement may. be one by which the banks 
get some sort of profit; perhaps there is 
a dreadful suspicion that Mr. Sarma 
may be lending public money to.the banks 
without interest; or in» some underhand 
way sustaining the. “Cleating-house. Any 
way, it is some national ‘bank matter, and 
no sooner is that mentioned than te Con- 
gréssional anti-monopolist seénts game and 
tugs at his leash. It is always understood 
that the banking monopoly, particularly the 
New-York portion of it, is the financial 
Chinee among-the Sand Lots classes every- 
where, . This monopoly is always in order 
to be set upon and repressed; and to onese 
establish that a particular thing is of ad- 
vantage to, ot desired by,the banking inter- 
est is enough to set the. vocabularies of all 
the Kearneys loose simultaneously.” 

Yet not much unprejudiced examination 
is needed to see that the most important 


‘operations of the Treasury, especially. its 


refanding, could not have been carried out 
successfully without intimate relations be- 
tween the Treasury and the banks. ©The 
Washington wiseacres, seemingly half per- 
suaded that Congress has only to pass 6 law 
specifying the rate which the new refund- 
ing bonds shall bear and the thing is all 
done, desire to exehange the old bonds for 
lower ones; but without this banking mo- 
nopoly the 4 per ¢ents would not havé been 
placed. The successful achievement of 
that feat was accomplished not only by use 
of the syndicate, in placing the bonds, but 
by the arrangements, between the eontract- 
ing parties, by which the settlements were 
effected without deranging the money mar- 
ket. A rural Congressman from 

or Indiana, or Wisconsin, where the 
bank” in his Village is an awful embodi- 
ment of moneyed power, may not readily 
comprehend the fact, although he has mas- 
tered. the science of finance in a ten-days 
course of reading, yet it i¢ the fact that, 
under the Gondition of a complete and top- 
lofty distance ‘maintained between the 
‘Treasury. and the New-York banks, .this 
work could not-hayé been done. 
Congressman. whd only read the fact in the 
newspapers, 4nd saw noné of the ‘move- 
mente, it may ali have seemed. as easy and 
‘matter-of-coutse as the daily replenishing 
of food in the public markets seems to us 
all when we do not to think ;. but 
it was not so, “The: procéss ‘involved, and 
was apeptoit & fpon; a mutnal understand- 


ig a possibilities on both sides ; 


co-operation, and had it; but it 
pode fot successful without a 


Po the” 


greed and am-absorbing devotion | obno: 


pap et fa for its owe. sake They: Pah ect oy ta 
memories with institutions ‘and cates ¢ 


for the ener of the community from which 
they have derived: their. wealth, but-they 
generat profer to leave their substances in 

ts evanéscent ‘form and their names to the 
brief and unnoticed record of tombstones. 
If the Metropolitan Museum of Art is to 


| petform the work laid out for it by its pro- 


jectors, it must receive a generous. support 
from citizens who recognizé the value of 
that work, and are willing to promote it at 
some little cost, taking their reward in-the 
present datistaotion of ‘well-doing and the 
assurance of grateful remembrance when 
they can-do no more. 
What is needed is not a mere collection of 
curiosities, but a veritable school. whose re- 
sulteshall appear in shapes of substantial 
value. For the cultivation of popular taste 
wemust have some of the best attainable 
works of artistic skill’ For the development 
of our own art, we need to place before our 
artists for .thpir emulation the finest 
productions which the long experi- 
ence and “training of . other  coun- 
tries’ haye. evolved: ..We need also to 
recognize and reward native talent, and 
to give it the stimulus of generous encour- 
agement. A place for loan exhibitions 
serves a useful purpose, but the Museum 
should seek out the genius that is strug- 
gling for recognition, find the best results 
ofits effort, and adorn its walls from time to 
time with the most characteristic examples. 
of American art productions. In this way 
it will help to: tring the’ most. deserving 
artists to notice, and present to them 
& powerfal incentive. to exeellence. 
But beyond = all ‘this, it “should — af- 
ford the means ~ for » utilizing the 
taste. and skill that .are thus to be 
fostered and promoted. Art is no longer a 
mete luxury; 4 thing to excite wonder and 
gratify a love of beauty in form and eolor. 
It enters into the commercial spirit of the 
time, and contributes. to the solid value of 
the commodities of traffic. In and through 
the Metropolitan Museum a school of in- 
dustrial “att should grow up, to carry into 
our manufaetures an element of beanty 
and perfection which would impart to them 
a higher yalue in the markets of the world. 
Our Hastern States and: cities ard getting 
beyond the period of adolescence. The in- 
dustries from which their. wealth has been 
dériyed are spreading over the continent. 
The young West and the reviving South are 
not wholly content with agriculture, and 
will soon be building factories for the sup- 
ply of their more common wants near the 
great sources of raw material. The older 
States need not» become mere. trading 
communities, and give up* their  su- 
premacy .in products of. manufacture, 
but they must. direst their efforts 
to improving the quality.ief their work. As 
the coarser fabrics are produced more and 
more in other parts of the cotintry, they 
may hold their vantage ground by raising 
their standard of excellence and. employing 
more skill and taste. There is. no reason in 
the nature of things why: Americans should 
not ultimately compete with other nations 
in all the finer forms of production, but in 
order to do so they must make their work- 
men. They must effect an esthetic educa- 
tion of the public, and sfford.special train- 
ing to those who are to design and execute 
the manufactures of the future, and this 
must be done chiefly throngh associated 
private effort and the exercise of a generous 
public spirit on the part of wealthy men. 
Museums and schools of art ére the means, 
through which this work is to be done, and 


it is & ‘very. practical work in the sense of 


contributing to commercial success and na- 
tiosial prosperity. 


: 4 LONG. W4R ENDED. 
The end of the seven-yéars war. between 
the Church and State in Germany dissolves 


-some embarrassing party alliances, but is, at 


the same: time, the cause of disquieting 
anxiety. 
| since have terminated this bitter struggle 

under more favorable conditions, but Prince 
vor Bismakok’s politival lexicon contains 


‘no such words as moral force. He: is be-: 
lieved to maintain thatall causes and forces 
‘which affect the Gorman Empire must take 
their rise in him, and the ordinary observer 
‘finds some difficulty in accepting the y 


Moral forces alone would long 


dom to the Chureh, « ie 
the ‘Pope half-way. 





truce a8 @ conp Bui tae me ruck by | neve t 


the absence of any apparent motive... ‘The 
German Government is sure of a parliamen- 


 sgiaenets en a ga ‘measures it’ ie 


the present session. 
oak vor MoLTEe’s unblusking 
tions of the strength of “the French and 
Russian armies, and the conqurrent - un- 
trathfalness ‘of the Government’ press in 
publishing alarming reports of hostile inten- 


tions to the Hast and West, roused the fight- 


ing blood of the German Pp 6 to 6 pitch 
which insures the passage of the bill to in- 
crease the Army, and with the exception of 
the uot véry exciting question of Goveri- 
mont contrel of the railroads, the only other 
disturbing issue is the proposed extension 
of the Socialist law. 

Upon this méasurée the Governnient will 
naturally havethe support of the Dltramon- 
tane Party $0 soon as a peace shall have 
beon concluded. Itis impossible to pro- 
nounce with positiveness upon the strength 
and eharacter of the parliamentaty and 
popular opposition to this most: uneon- 
stitutional and oppressive law, but the 


Government. docs not seem to feéar® 


a defeat on the - question of - ex- 
tending its operations two years more. 
Forbéaring to speculate upon any possible 
relations of this movement to BisMAROKR’S 
unfathomable’ foreign policy, we are in- 
clined to attribute the end of the Oultwr- 
kampf tothe good senseand progressive tem- 
poral policy of Pope Luo XUL. The Pontiff 
sees clearly that in the schools and secular 
affairs of Prussia, and throughout. Prot- 
estant Germaziy, the hand of the Govern- 
ment is stfonzer than his own. Unlike his 
predécessor, he knows when. he is beaten, 
and is wise .endugh to secure. what 
advantage he can. from defeat. The 
natural ...end...of . the struggle . was 
reached. long ago, and a treaty of peace 
might have been signed by the Chancellor 
and the Papal Nansio at Kissingen in 1878, 
had the Pope felt sure that he could carry 
with him the Uliramontanes in a policy of 
mutual concession so totally at’ variance 
with the recent traditions of the Papacy. 
The extraordinary pageant in the halls of 
the Vatican somé weeks ago, in which the 
prelates of the Church joined in a. joyfal 
compliaries with the suggestions — of 
their head, touching the -study © of 
St. ‘Tomas Aguinas, and. the ready 
submission of the Belgian . Bishops. to 
his conciliatory recommendations, have evi- 
dently convinced his Hoiiness that he som- 
mands the unhésitating respect and obedi- 
ence of even fhe most extrome reactionaries 
among the servants of the Church. He 
rises in the esteem of the Protestant world 
with each step in the tolerant and progres- 
sive temporal policy he -is pursuing, 


BUROPHE Ba&TWHEN THE ACTS. 

" Not the least striking featare of the present 
European situation is the fact that sll the men 

who control it, and who are struggling so ener- 
getically to maintain that control, are so far ad; 
vanced in years as to preclude all hope of their 
living to see their cherished schemes realized. 
Prince BrismaRox is 65, Prince GorTsonakorr 
82, Lora BraconsrieLp 74, the Ozar 62, the 
Emperor Witi1aM 83. Yet these gray-beards 
are still as dager as boys in the pursuit of their 
several objects, and amid the present pause be- 
tween two acts of the great political drama, the 
din. and bustle of preparation ate audible 
enough. England .is shaking hérself free of 
the ‘¢ircus. policy of her charlatan Premier. 

France is renewing her antiJesuit war of 
1845, Italy is building monster iron-clads, 
not Without thoughts of Trieste and the Aus- 


trian seaboard generally. Greece is ruming over. 


the still. unsettled ‘fromtier “question.” 
Turkey, true to her time-honored creed of 
promising everything and performing ‘nothing, 
is making every effort not to carry ont the 
reforms to which she has pledged’ herself. 
Afghanistan is arming for a fresh struggle, and 
Persia is hanging, as usual, on the skirts of the 
fray in quest of plunder: Russia is. | 


on her guard, With one eye bent apon the 


Nihilists and the: other upon Herat. Austria; 


| divided Between her fears of Russia and her 


hopes of saree tic Hea hase atooping Hy 
eae despised Roumanians, and‘ to 


the hand that struck her down in. 1866; 
bit isan omc back foot by foot into 
despotism of Frepericx the | 


her, ‘thathe hasallowed this famous quarre di ie dF re 


jaar the geroers tion tr 
‘enough to whet- the dated appetites of. 


their customers: Mon tossed ‘away their 


‘crisp new bank-notes with the lnvishne3s of 
those who believe. that to-morr 
‘this day, only eee sbundanty; 


and. markets, of the world were yansasked to 

minister to thelr ever-growing and never-satis- 
fled desires. Wise-.eld veople shook their 
heads and talked of thé decadence of Rome: 
and of the extravagance whieh preceded the 
Reign of Tertor in France. Their croakings 
were unheeded. The fortunes of that day 


were thought to be inexhaustible: ‘Neverthe-. 


less, most of them haye melted quite away. 

The luxury of the present day as far exceeds 
the luxury of that ‘ss the arts which minister to 
the senses have gone far beyond the invention 
andingenuity of that time. Never in tne his 
tory of this Republic has wealth been able to 
procure such an infinite variety of matter’ to 
please the eye, adorn the person, and tiekle the 
palate as now. The newly-rich man, who could 
have spread his table in 1866 as & rich 
mah can spread tag in’, 1880,. would 
have #0 far outshone ‘all his comrades 
that’. they would . haye been ready to 
die with envy, The devicés now employed for 
the display of wealth weré. utterly unknown ten 
years ago. “The néwest thing” in what we 
may call social art sets the. town agog only fora 
‘day. To-morrow brings a fresher. and more 
costly invention to spur-the jaded fancy. The 
trades that live dn‘ the extravagant whims and 
the yanity of mén and women thrive apade. 
Professional eaterers say that there never has 
been a sésson in New-York in whieh eo many 
costly Ginners and. similar entertainments 


haye taken place as that. which has just 


now. passed... The’ customary  old-tashioned 
dinner-party has given plece to what is called a 
féte The guests sit down toa table which is 
an. elaborate work of art. The decorations and 
service are brought together from the four 
quarters of the globe; and, above all, they 
must be different from anything ever seen or 
heard of before, There is a limit to: eating 
end. drinking, as well as to. the 
variety. of the pfovision.. Ryery ‘social 
“rounder” . knows the cverlasting . and 
invariable . recurrence of: oysters, . soup, 
fish, roast, entrées, sorbet, and game. The 
changes are rung on these courses with need- 
less multiplication and ‘‘ damnable iteration,” 
from December to Haster, with scarcely a pause 
for the pretended fasts of Liemt Bot lack of 
novelty in the men ia made up by the prodi- 
gality and gorgeousness of: table adornments. 
The bill of fares painted on satin, and each 
guest is provided with a souvenir of ihe fes- 
tivity which takes the shape of a work of dec- 
orative art. In some instances, as if in despair 
of’ being able otherwise to outdo the latest 
extavagance, the guest is presented: with gay 
knidkknacks, artistic trifles, and even articles 
of jewelry. ‘* Pavors for. the german” are 
made to puzzle the good sense of their recipi- 
énis with bits of costly bijouterie, the accept- 


- ance of, which will make high-spirited peéple 


blush with “mortification. Or at some festiv- 
ity the host, amid other excellént fooling, 
invests his company. with. crowns, robes, 
stars; and. garters, -making a «little 
carnival of what might have been « pleasant 
social reunion. dies’ lunch’ parties, or de- 
jeuiners as they are delicately called, are made 


to outvie the heavier feasts of meré men, for. 


the loveliest of Gov’s creation refuses to be dis- 
tanced in any possible extravagance. Children’s 
parties are quite as sumptuous as these of the 
growapeople. Though these may be held in 
the daytime, they must be under an artificial 
light; and the tender darlings who should be 
nourished on simple. food,, and dressed in com- 
fortable attire, are decked in silks sud laces, 
be-wigged and be-curled, diamonded, gloved, 
and laced “ within an inch of thelr lives.” - To 
these poor little hutterflies will be fed the same 


ortof indigestible stuft which their elders re- 


gale themselves withal. When these wretched 
‘ehildren Are grown up, if they. Survive this erd- 
elty, life will heve been. exhausted for them. 
They will squeeze the orange ba Sha bec they 
are out of leading-strings, 

Extravagance is. always valgariaing. The 
tendency of the time in® which sensuous pleas 
ee ce was downward int 

d real refinement. 


jarflan gatas nar: b wale | 


oe Rigs Hop or each rd 


che forbids Cas pas hig oe ony OG 
oft epee either by the Ualon. itself. or by any 
Gf the States which ‘compose it. And the same 
Constitution, by the form which ‘It gives to its 
Senate or. upper house, altogether shuts out the 
‘Enghiah institution of peerage. But: nobility 
may exist without titles ; we might rather ga 
that where titles aro needed as signs of 
nobility, the true idea of ;nobility is 
‘dying out. And itis quite cortain that there is 
otbing but sheer nnlikelihood ‘Which hinders 
any State of the Union from forming a Con- 
stitution which sliall be aristocratic in the 
strictest sense. The unlikelihood now rises to 
moral impessibility, but when the first State 
Constitutions were drawn up, though. even 
then it was yery unlikely, it was in idea per: 
fectly conceivable, . 

Let us next try todefine the three words of 
which we have’ spoken. .And le¢ us. first get 
rid of that which .ia easiest:to define. The 
name of peerage is not at all peculiar to England ; 
it is a name in common medieval use; 
it is not many years sitice a body bearing that 
Dame came to an 6nd in France.’. But the 
peerage, as it exists in England, is something 
peculiar to England, or, at least, to the three 
British Kingdoms. It is something which:drose 
ont of the accidenfs of English history, some- 
thing which eerteinly could not be reproduced 
anywhere else asitstands. Itmustbe remembered 
that the House of Lords and the hereditary 
peerage are Hot coextensive even now, and that 
they were once still further from being so. The 
House of Lords was, in its ‘origin, rather official 
than. hereditary.. It consisted of those whom 
the King summioned to Parliament in theiz’own 
persons, “and not, like the rest of the nation, 
through their representatives. Imperative cus- 
tom required that he should always summon 
the Bishops, the Earls, and some of the greatest 
Abbots. Healso summoned other Abbots, and he 
summoned Barons; but he did not always ne- 
cessarily summon‘the. same Abbots and the 
same Barons. The official character of the 
House has not wholly passed away as long as 
any Bishops keep their seats there; but: for 
some centuries the hereditary element. in the 
English peerage has given the House its ‘spe- 
cial character. . A pody’of men has arisen un- 
like any body. of men in any other time or 
place. .-The English peer becomes a legislator— 
in theory he also becomes a Judge—purely 
by right of birth. When creation or summons 
has-called a man to the House of Lords, his 
seat, and the privileges attached to it, go on 
from father: to son as long as the line lasts. 
That is the essence of the hereditary peerage: 
A certain officé, the office of legislator and 
Judge, passes by hereditary suecossion. Is this 
nobility ? . In ordinary language it is: The peer 
is conventionally called “noble.” The family 
is sald to be ennobled. The children of the peer, in 
some cases his grandchildren, have preeedence, 
end honorary ‘epithets or titles. © The use of 
the word .‘‘ nobility ” in England is not very 
certain; but it. would’ certainly take in. all 
hereditary peers, and at least those of their 
children who bear honorary titles... That is, it 
would takeim the real lords of Parliament and 
those of their children who -are:called lord. by 
courtesy. But this is not nobility in the sense 
which the word bears in other countries. And 
I believe that I am tight in saying that the ex- 
istence of ‘the peerage in England has, 
among its other results, good and bad, hin- 
dered the existenge of a real nobility. And to 
my mind this result isco ood that it will out- 
weigh not a few bad results on the other side. -- 

A nobility, in the Continental sense; means a 
class distinct from all ethers, —, member of 
which possesses something, be political 
power, be it substantial « privileges, be it mere 
social precedence, be it marked by tities, or not 
marked by titles, which he inherits from his 
forefathers, and which;he hands on fo all his de- 
scendants as long as any survive. If & man be 
himself noble, all bis posterity are noble forever. 
and evér, In some countries the title of the 
first ennobled person goss on to all his descend- 
ants in all their branches. The seventh son of 
® Counts. seventh son is himself a Count, and 
go: 0n forsyer. . The ‘privileges of nobility, 
whatever they consist in, great or small, go on 


to the Whole family as long as the family lasts. 


Take one notable instance. The French nobility 
before the Revolution, great and small, titled and 
untitled, had the very substantial privilege of. 
not paying direct taxes. Now, there is nothing 
like this in England. The powers and privi- 
logés of the peerage do not extend to the whole 
family; they are possessed only by one member 


these cease in a generation or two. The son of 
« Duka'e younger son ts in mo way dlaio- 
guished from another gentleman. ‘There are 
ane | erowds of men in Sor purnectinns Mba 
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